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Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) ;i%
Symphony Ne. 5 In C Minor, Ty

opus 67, First Movement

The first four notes of this symphony may be the most famous and mos recognizable notes ever written. Music
historians have found musical sketches for this symphony which indicate Beethoves began work on it as early as 1805,
Actually Beethoven's Sixth Symphony (sometimes known as the “Pasioral” Symphony) was composed during the same
time span. Some historians believe the Sixth Symphony was actually finished before the Fifth Symphony. Both the Fifth
and the Sixth Symphonies were performed for the first time on December 22, 1808 in Vienna, Ausiria,

Beethoven’s music is often called “the balance of expression and design.” He was a deep thinker and his language
was music. His music expressed what he thought and felt about life. When Beethoven wrote this symphony he was
already losing his hearing.

Do the first few notes sound like a knock on the door? Beethoven himself said of the first theme: “so knocks Fate on
the door!” The knocking is heard twice, and then the strings and woodwinds begin their echo. The theme of this move-
ment is based on four notes that are more thythmic than melodic. Beethoven creatively used this thythm to link all the
other ideas in this first movement of the symphony.

= ITy to find those four notes on the piano or your own instrament,

* What brass instrument is most prominently heard in this movement?

01 Listen carefully to the opening four notes by the strings. You wili
hear four notes, played in this rthythm, again and again throughout the
piece. This four-note phrase is developed by the composer,

218  Four notes appear agam in the same rhythm as the opeming motive.
More development follows, Listen for the string instraments, which
play rapidiy.

43 The French horns play a brief, powerfui soio. Listen for the waod-
winds following the horns, then the strings, which grow louder and
louder {a crescendo).

1:258 The Tour-note opening motive is stated again. You will hear the same
musical elements vou heard at :01 and :18.

2% The French homs begin a repeat of the section vou heard at 43,
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Ludwig van Beethoven Name

Place the letier of the correct answer in the space provided.
For True/False questions, print True or False in the space proviaed.

1. Beethoven wrote
A, only five symphonies
E. more than five symphonies

2. What instrument did Beethoven not play?
A, violin C. organ
B. flute D. piano

3. True or Faise: Composing was very easy for Beethoven and he worked very
rapidly.

4. True or False: As a child, Beethoven traveled throughout Europe as a performer.

5. By the time he was 45, Beethoven
A. gave up composing to concentrate on his career as a pianist
B. gave up his career as a pianist to concentrate on his Composing

6. In his final years, Beethoven was .
A biind €. both blind and deaf

B. deaf 2. neither blind nor deaf
7. Beethoven was born in . A, Germany
Beethoven spent most of his life in . B. Austria

8. True or False: Beethoven composed many sonatas.

9. True or False: Beethoven spent most of his life as a court musician.

10. Which type of music did Beethoven not write?

A. symphonies C. keyboard music
B. operas D. band music
Bonus:

As a teenager, Beethoven met what famous composer”?
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