
Native American Instrument Project 

DUE THURSDAY, MARCH 15th 

Task:  Choose one of the following instruments to construct: 

drum, rattle, or rain stick.  The instrument can be made out of 

simple household items—this is a good time to “go green” and 

recycle already used items.  Just be sure that it is clean from 

any food or liquid, and dry before construction. 

 

Assembling: Directions for each of the projects will be given to 

students.  They will have until March 15th  to do the 

construction/designing of the instrument at home.  Instruments 

should be decorated at home.  Design sheet will be attached, along 

with a planning guide.  

 

Grading:  Instruments will be graded on neatness of construction 

and production of sound (i.e. does the instrument sound like it is 

supposed to).  This project will be worth 100 points and count as 

a test grade on the 3rd Trimester report card.  



Instrument Planning Sheet: 

Week 1 (February 22nd):  Read through instrument directions and 

decided on what instrument to make. Collect materials to make. 

 

Week 2 (March 1st): Begin assembly and designing! 

 

Week 3 (March 8th): Finish assembly.  Begin decorating. Make 

sure your decorations do not make the instrument hard to play or 

change the sound.  

 

Week 4  (March 15th): INSTRUMENT IS DUE!! 5 POINTS WILL 

BE DEDUCTED OFF THE FINAL GRADE PER DAY THAT IT IS 

LATE. Don’t be late.   

 

Week 5 (March 22nd): POW WOW IN CLASS! Using instruments 

students made.  

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

Native American Rain Sticks By: Johnna Burns 

Supplies: 

 

Scissors                                                                Corn,rice,dried beans 

Glue                                                                     Tape 

Brown Construction Paper                          Feathers 

Pringles can or paper towel roll                 Nails or toothpicks (NOT SCREWS) 

String or leather string                                  Markers 

Beads 

 

First put nails or toothpicks in lines circling the pringles can or paper towel 

roll. Two or three lines work best on the pringles can. The nails should go 

every 1/2" to every 1". They should come close touching but should not touch. 

The more nails the better! Next put tape over all of the nails to secure them. 

 

 

Put beans, corn, and rice into the can. Different combinations and amounts will 

change the sound the rain stick makes. Tape the lid of the pringles can on 

securely. If using paper towel roll tape over both openings. Decorate with 

construction paper, feathers, and Native American designs.  

 

 

 


